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The Constitution of India does not define Scheduled Tribes, so

Article 366(25) refers to Scheduled Tribes as communities that
have been scheduled as per Article 342 of the Constitution.
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According to Article 342 of the Constitution, Scheduled Tribes
are those tribals or tribal communities or parts of these tribals

and tribal communities or groups thereof which are declared as
such by a public notification by the President. Scheduled Tribes
are spread across the country, mainly in forest and hilly areas.
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The main characteristics of these communities are:-
primitive traits

geographical isolation

specific culture

Hesitation to interact with the outside community

economically backward
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® State wise details of major tribes are presented here as-
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FAAATIAAT Shl TAEEAT / population of tribes

Concentraijlon of ST population across var ious
sSlates (as % of tlolal population of thhe state)
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HEAT 10,42,81,034 B, T 397 hl Shet AT ii T TuE
AT AAEEAT H 5,24,09,823 [50.26% ) |a69 31K 5,18,71,211)(49.74%

u&wm%mﬁ AT AAATI AT,
(153.16,784) i qTeft 1T 5, <17 11y 61 T T <

* According to the last report of the 15th Census 2011, the number of
Scheduled Tribes in India is 10,42,81,034, which is 8.6% of the total
population of the country. Out of the total Scheduled Tribe population
5,24,09,823 (50.26%) is male and 5,18,71,211 (49.74%) is female.

Madhya Pradesh has the highest Scheduled Tribe population in India.
(1,53,16,784), which is 21.1% of the total population of the state.
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* On the basis of Scheduled Tribe population percentage of
States/U.T. Lakshadweep has the highest (94.8%) percentage. It
is followed by Mizoram (94.4%). It is noteworthy that no
Schedule Tribe (NST) is found in Puducherry, Delhi,
Chandigarh, Haryana and Punjab.
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* Thus, the percentage of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

in the country is 25.2, in which 16.6% are Scheduled Castes and
8.6% are Scheduled Tribes.
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11. The main festival of Oraon and Munda people is 'Sarhul'.It is

also addressed by the name 'Marriage of Earth'.
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9. The Tharu tribe lives in the Terai region of Uttar Pradesh's
Gorakhpur district from Nainital district of Uttarakhand. They
follow Hindu religion. But the Tharu people offer bread to their
ancestors on the day of Diwali. That's why this festival is
celebrated as a mourning festival.
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10. The Toda tribe is a pastoral tribe and does the work of

rearing buffaloes. Toda culture is called buffalo culture and
dairy is their temple in which entry of women is prohibited.
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