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William Blake
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Early Years:
/W|Illam Blake was born on November 28, @ in the

Soho district of- -

® He was the of seven children, two of whom died in

eHe only mchool being chiefly educated
by his motheOlake
e s

he plbl had an early, profound influence on Blake, and
it would remain a lifetime source of inspiration, coloring

his life and works with intense spirituality.
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e At an early age, Blake began elp/wrienwvisig@, and his

friend and journalist Henry Crabb Robinson wrote that
ELG _saw head appear in a window when Blake
waf 4 years old.

eHe also allegedly saw the prophet( Ezekie) under a tree
and had a vision of " filled with "

e Blake's visions would have a lasting effect on the art and

writings that he produ/ced, —_ E
oAt ag€ 14) he apprgnticed with an ._.___,
[{L%e', . \/
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ﬁlake'mraver to the London Society of
Antiquaries, and Blake was sent to Westminster Abbey to

make drawings)of tombs and monuments, where his
Ilfelong Iove oeded

e Also preparing himself for a career as a painter, that same
year, he was admitted) to the Royal Academy of Art's
Schools of(Desig
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ein August Blake married Catherine Sophia Boucher,

who was llllterate g S

e Blake taught her how tc @0@ ) draw and color.

J » believed explicitly in her husband's visions and
hisgemius, and supported him in everything he did, right

J

up to his death(45 years later.
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¢ One of the most traumatic events of Blake's life occurred
in 1787, when his beloved brother, Robert, died from
tuberculosis at age 24.

ein 1804, Blake began to write and illustrate Jerusalem
(1804;—20), his most ambitious work to date.
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~ Whén my mother died _@ng,

And my fathel me while yet my tongue
Could " ‘'weep! ‘'weep! ‘'weep! 'weep!”

So your chimney$ | sweep & i
_ T2
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There's|little Tom Dacre) whohen his head
That' lamb's I:-acQ wa ) so | said,

"Hush, Tom| never mind it, for when your head

#-l—"
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— And so he wa @ & that very(night,
As Tom was ahe had such a @
That thousands of m Dic, Joe, Ned, & Jack,
pi @ of black;

Were all of them
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_And by came awho had a bright key,
<
And he opened the @ & set them .'l@

, laughing they run,

M‘@

Then down a(green plain

T

And wash in




et @

Then 2, all thel‘gleft behind,

\f_ hey nsg upon @ and sport in the wmd
And the Andel told Tom, if he'd be &

He'd have fo his father & never want joy.
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Though the(morning was cold, Tom was happy 8‘ warm;)
So if all do their duty, they need not fear harm.

A
-
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@The Lamb
w _Poem by William Blake

&
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: LittI thee

Dot tiou kinow Whe made thee

\-"h-l"'—l-.-—'l-—.-
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_ Gave theelclothing of{deligh

ST
Softest clothing wooly bright;

Gave th/eemoice,

Making all the@ rejoice!

0
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 —Little Lamb who made thee

Dost thou know who made thee
Little Lamb I'll tell thee,

e
Little Lamb I'll tell thee!
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@ OGS o
bt

mmsel
8‘ he ".m

He became a little child:
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wl’a;ild & thou a lamb,
Lﬁ"""%
Wé€Jare called by his-name:” Tavly

Little Lamb God bless thee.
Little Lamb God bless thee. 0]'57
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The Tyger

- Poem by William Blake
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Tyger Tyger, burning bright,
- In the forests of the night;
What i

Could @ symmetry?
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In what dlstant - @
@* helaspfre?j :

v .
nd dare

W

\— '
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‘When th @ hrew down theiﬂear@
And water'd heam tears:

Di @ smile his work to see?
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Tyger Tyger burning bright,

- In the forests of the night:
What @morta ha nd?r eye,

. : 2
D thy fearful symmetry? )




