THE CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having
solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
'I[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and to secure
to all its citizens
JUSTICE, social, economic and
political;
LIBERTY of thought, expression, beliet,
faith and worship:

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity
and to promote among them all;

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of

the individual and the “[unity and

integrity of the Nation|:

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949 do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.
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ATHTIAAT Teleh TTHAT Shi T ILIVTHRT A EiaT & T 396
e TSI U JTRTATHT hl Ioeid hidl gl* Generally, every

Act begins with a Preamble which mentions its main ideals
and aspirations.*
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hl gﬁﬁ (Key) 2l The Preamble of the Indian Constitution is
the key to knowing the thoughts of the Constitution makers.
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U.S.A.%HﬁmﬁmmW%/The source of the Preamble

of the Indian Constitution = - of the Preamble

presented by Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru in the Constituent
Assembly on 13 December 1946 and accepted on 22 January
1947. The language of the Preamble has been taken from the
Constitution of Australia while the idea of the Preamble has
been taken from the Constitution of the USA.
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Act, 1976 amended the Preamble by adding the words
'Socialist and Secular' in the first paragraph and the words

'and Integrity’ in the sixth paragraph.*
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Is the Preamble a part of the Constitution?

T O I&=arT (1960 )%@ '?ragmﬁ?rﬁ?m
_@_i- In the case of In re Berubari (1960), the

held that-
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*The Preamble may be the source of inspiration for

the Constitution but it is not a part of the Constitution.*
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But in the case of Kesavananda Bharati vs State of Kerala

(1973), the Supreme Court reversed its earlier decision and
gave the opinion that-
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Z% |l 3= Iua=4T &1 gl * The Preamble is a part of the

Constitution. * It has the same part in the Constitution as

other provisions. *
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Amendments can be made in the Preamble (apart from the
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Justice Hidayatullah has called the Preamble the soul of the

LCO]IStltllthll in the case of Golaknath vs. State of Punjab.
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K.M. Munshi has called the Preamble a 'political horoscope'.

Subhash Kashyap has underlined the importance of the
Preamble and said, "If the Constitution is the body, then the

Preamble is its soul. If the Preamble is the foundation stone,
then the Constitution is the building built on it.
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JTITERT T AT 'ZH WA o AT’ (We, the People of India)
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The Preamble begins with the words 'We, the People of India’'.

This means that the original source of the Constitution is the

people of India. They are the center point of all powers.
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