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®SSCGD 2025 ENGLISH

11. Read between the lines

(1) Discern the hidden meaning in the text
(2) Skip pages and read fast
(3) Make a great effort to read

(4) Read each and every word
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12. On tenterhooks

(1) Anxious and tense

(2) Happy and joyous

(3) Alert and enthusiastic
(4) Neutral and undecided
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13. On cloud nine

(1) Extremely happy and excited
(2) Very far away from home
(3) Knowledgeable and wise

(4) Crazy and foolish
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14. Miss the boat
(1) To do something carefully

(2) To lose an opportunity
(3) To reach the end

(4) To settle down at a place



®SSCGD 2025 ENGLISH

15. Be hard up

(1) Unable to calculate

(2) Have very little money
(3) Have difficulty in climbing stairs
(4) Find it very difficult to wake up early
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16. In the same breath
(1) Try and hold your breath

(2) Say two contradictory things at the same time

(3) Able to get a foul smell

(4) Practice breathing exercises
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17. To take after

(1) To chase someone
(2) To be similar in appearance
(3) To mock someone

(4) To change sides often
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18. Foul play

(1) Unfair or dishonest behaviour

(2) A bad smelling theatre or playground
(3) Unpleasant weather for playing

(4) A drama which is badly produced
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19. Stone's throw

(1) Short distance
(2) Large hurdle

(3) Difficult problem
(4) Hurt slightly
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20. Easily hurt emotionally
(1) Senseless

(2) Sensible

(3) Incensed

(4) Sensitive
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21. On purpose
(1) Intentionally
(2) Accidently

(3) Luckily

(4) Mischievously
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22. Hit a brick wall

(1) Demolish a brick wall

(2) Not able to make any progress
(3) Use physical force

(4) Fight a powerful foe.
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23. To sit on the fence

(1) Occupy a bench next to a boundary
(2) Avoid taking sides

(3) Take a high seat

(4) Place something on a barrier
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24. A fly on the wall

(1) A vigilant security guard
(2) An unperceived observer
(3) Very intelligent person

(4) An unwelcome guest.
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25. In the same boat

(1) To go in the same direction as someone else
(2) To be in the same difficult situation as someone else
(3) To share profits with someone else

(4) To gain undue advantage with others
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26. Sum and substance
(1) Essence

(2) Difficulty

(3) Deliberation

(4) Assessment



®SSCGD 2025 ENGLISH

27. Under duress

(1) Under pressure
(2) Under shelter

(3) Under confusions

(4) Under support



®SSCGD 2025 ENGLISH

28. Apple of one’s eye
(1) Very dear

(2) Very harmful

(3) Very useful

(4) very far
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29. Pull a long face
(1) To look angry.

(2) To look sad

(3) To flatter someone

(4) To chide someone
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30. Bed of roses

(1) Trying condition of life
(2) Lethargic condition of life
(3) Testing condition of life

(4) Pleasant condition of life
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31. Start from scratch

(1) Start it from the previous situation

(2) Start from the given line

(3) Start something fast to finish it before a particular time

(4) Start entirely from the beginning
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32. Strain every nerve

(1) To have ill health

(2) To feel physical pain

(3) To try extremely hard to do something
(4) To fight with friends
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33. Jump the gun

(1) To waste your money
(2) To do something stupid
(3) To defeat an opponent

(4) To do something too soon
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34. Fight shy of
(1) to invite
PARCIENIT

(3) to challenge
(4) to perform
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35. Bury the hatchet
(1) dig a grave

(2) hide a treasure

(3) forget past quarrels

(4) sow the seeds
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36. Clam up

(1) to be upset

(2) to be frustrated
(3) to become silent

(4) to lose temper



®SSCGD 2025 ENGLISH

37. Forty winks

(1) a worthless object
(2) a hot day

(3) a short nap

(4) a brief statement
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38. Hold your horses
(1) not get upset

(2) aim high

(3) fight trouble

(4) slow down
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39. All in all

(1) having all authority
(2) first in line

(3) completely lost

(4) every person
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40. Lend an ear

(1) be good for a particular thing
(2) pay attention to

(3) not tell something to others

(4) not make trouble
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41. Cut a sorry figure
(1) render an apology
(2) make a sculpture

(3) create a poor impression
(4) break a record
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42. Select the most appropriate meaning of the idiom given in
bold in the following sentence.

At supper, everyone was in high spirits.
(1) cheerful
(2) drunk
(3) nervous

(4) anxious
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43. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Gear up for
(1) Start off
(2) Pass into
(3) Get ready for
(4) Put on
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44. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Call upon
(1) To adjust
(2) To stop
(3) To follow
(4) To order
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45. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Lose your touch

(1) Doing someone a favour in hopes that the favour will be
returned

(2) To be passed from one person to another
(3) Not being as successful as previously

(4) Something being very difficult to find
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46. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

At one's elbow
(1) Next to someone
(2) Far away
(3) Strong grip
(4) Strong bond
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47. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Blow up
(1) To suffice
(2) To live up greatly
(3) To destroy by an explosion
(4) To stand upright
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49. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

A snake in the grass
(1) A timid person
(2) A deceitful person
(3) A wealthy person
(4) A talkative person
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50. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Tit for tat

(1) Prepare to leave
(2) A wild guess

(3) Counter attack
(4) Go smoothly
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51. Select the most appropriate meaning of the idiom given in
be bold in the following sentence.

She was within a hair’s breadth of winning.

(1) certain
(2) desirous
(3) narrow margin

(4) accomplished
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52. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given Idiom.

top Grease someone’s palm
(1) Go to battle
(2) Put in hard work
(3) Bribe someone

(4) Be Jealous of someone
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53. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Hard and fast

(1) Strict

(2) Quick witted

(3) Urgent

(4) Badly affected love
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54. Select the most appropriate meaning of the highlighted
idiom.

It was a Catch 22 situation for the manager.

(1) A difficult situation in which the solution to a problem is
impossible

(2) Hailed as the ultimate champion
(3) Worthy successor to the throne

(4) A positive outcome in a tough situation
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55. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Win laurels
(1) To gain honour
(2) To be decisive
(3) To change
(4) To punish



®SSCGD 2025 ENGLISH

56. Select the most appropriate meaning of the highlighted
idiom.

The youth involved in the accident escaped by the skin of his
teeth.

(1) Barely managed to escape
(2) Very arrogant
(3) Always taking calculated decisions

(4) Deficiency of funds
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57. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Safe pair of hands

(1) Miss an opportunity
(2) Speak rashly without thinking carefully
(3) A secret or hidden advantage

(4) A person who can be trust- ed to do something efficiently
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58. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Let down
(1) To hire
(2) To care about
(3) To fail

(4) To nurse
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59. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Knock down
(1) To redo
(2) To accept
(3) To succeed
(4) To demolish
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60. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Eat like a horse
(1) Eat a lot of food
(2) Eat making sound

(3) Dislike food
(4) Eat food while running
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61. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Beat around the bush
(1) To discuss minute details of something
(2) To avoid talking about what is important
(3) To search for a lost thing in vain

(4) To hope for something that is unattainable
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62. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Red letter day

(1) Memorable day
(2) Rose day

(3) Holiday

(4) Birthday
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63. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Read between the lines
(1) Be afraid of doing something again
(2) Harm someone who trusts you
(3) Speak the truth even if it is unpleasant
(4) Understand something that is not said outright



