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POLITICAL PARTIES A group of people who come fow 5 |a ‘ ' ; |

elections and hold power in the government. W
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, parties Wy to persuade people why their policies are better than others. i IOT ’? ‘)W
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qv %hey seek to implement these policies by winning elections.
ﬁ

A‘ﬂ' % a party is known by which part it stands for, which policies it supports
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FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES C
1. Parties contest elections/ :lﬂ.ﬂ‘dbwgb"‘r .

* In most democracies, elections are fought mainly among the candidates
put up by political parties. S\ @ -

£)vs ) m@_ﬂ_gﬁ[

>22> Parties select their candidates in different ways d‘

R } Members and supporters of a chomc its cundndufﬂ. )\
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» Top party leaders chnose and;!z]s for contesting elections.
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FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

2. Policies and programmes
« Parties put forward different policies and programmes and the voters

choose from them.
ot O Telerfil)
',? But no government can handle such a large variety of views. z{b#

* In a democracy, government make policies on similar opinions.
* Political parties form a group and give their different opini Wﬁw :
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FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

3. Parties play a decisive role in making lawa\‘/

7%
* Laws are debated and passed in the legislature. ")
wb

* But since most of the members belong to a part ®
they go by th t







FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

3. Parties play a decisive role in
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» Laws are debated and passed in the legislature. /

* But since most of the members belong to a party,

they go by the direction of the party Ieadershie. \



FUNCTIONS OF POL#TICAL PARTIES

4. Parties form and run govermnentfi/
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» the big policy decisions are taken by political executive.
 That comes from the political parties.

« Parties recruit leaders, train them.
* Then make them ministers to run the government.







FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

5. Role of opposition

g government fofwrong policies.






FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

7. Parties provide people access to government
machinery and welfare schemes

* For an ordinary citizen it is easy to approach a local party leader fhc?)

a government officer.

* That is why, they feel close to parties even when they do not fu"Cusf them.

» |f the parties do not fulfill the demands of the people.
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e |t is possible that people may reject hisasia



How many parties should we have ? y .

) In ademocracy any group of citizens is free to form a political party.

¢ In India, more than 750 parties are registered with the Election Commission of India
« But not all these parties are serious contenders in the elections.
* Usually only a handful of parties are win elections and form the government.
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ONE-PARTY SYSTEM
In some countries, only one party is allowed to control and run the government.

o =3 = Form Government

China

Communist pa
chance to win the election.

* This system is not good for democracy.
* Because it does not give the other party




How many parties should we have ?

TWO-PARTY SYSTEM /

- In some countries, power usually changes between two main parties.
- Several other parties may exist, But only the two main parties can form government.
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The United States

MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM
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How many parties should we have ?

Alliance or front

) When several parties in a multi-party system join hands for the purpose
contesting elections and winning power, it is called an alliance or front.

For example,

= 2004 Elections ) 1. NDA
2. UPA
3. Left Front




Types of Political Parties

National parties

»>> A party that secures ot least6% of the total votes in Loksabha elections or As
elections in 4 states and win at least 4 seatsin the Loksabha.

Why National parfies are called ‘recognised polifical parties ?

* Election commission treats all parties equally. Q\j\ ‘C“] lT ?(d

Q
* But it offers some special facilities to large parties
* These parties are given a unique symbol. (.

* That is why ,these parties are called 'recognisedjpolij arties' @
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National parties

All India Trinamool Con

Formation

Leader

Ideology

IJreSS (Arrc) Fluwpr nnd Grass

States election

'

Mamata Banerjee

\ 4

e« Committed to
secularism and
federalism

v

» Since 2011, has
been in power

in West BengqlJ

* Also has a presence
in Arunachal

Pradesh, Manipur
and Tripurci/

* In 2019 General
Elections, it got
4.07% votes and
won 292 seats.

* |t the fourth
largest




National parties
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Ba hu-!an Sa ma.! pa! E! !Bsp’ HFPhﬂﬂf
Formation| Leader | Ideology States l Last election
l' N Jr v 2
- 3 s“cf"e Py for‘thf « It has its main * In 2019 General
F g -‘ bﬂhulf’” samaj _“"h”:h base in the state Elections,it got
1 984 ) includes the dalits, of Uttar Pradesh. 3.63% votes and
— ﬂdi\l"ﬂiii, OBCs ﬂnd SE‘CI.H'Ed 10 seats
P religious mirl?*;. * Presence in Madhya in the Lok Sabha
— Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Kanshi Ram Uttarakhand, Delhi \/
and Punjab.




National parties ~ W)
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)  [5is

Formation| Leader Ideology Detail __l Last election

i i v i i
¢ Build a stron * In the 2019 Lok
g Came to power | Sabha elections

and moderryin . 4
BJP is leader of NDA pErpea asane
largest party with 303

members

Syama Prasad Mubkheriee




National parties Vad
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_ Communist Party of India (CPI) 7=/
Formation| Believe in Ideology Detail l Last election

Marxism-Leninism, Opposed to the Split in the party in In 2019 Elections,

secularism and | forces of secessionism 1964 that led to the It secured less than

democracy and communalism | formation of the CPI(M). | 1%votes and 2 seats

in lok sabha

Presence in Kerala, West
Bengal, Punjab, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu




National parties
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Communist Party of India - Marxist (CPI-M) nanmer and sicki

Formation

Believe in

Ideology

Detail

l Last election

|
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Marxism-Leninism

|
|
v

Supports secularism,
socialism and
democracy

Opposes imperialism
and communalism.

h 4

Strong support in West
Bengal Kerala and
Tripura.

Was in power in West
Bengal without a break
for 34 years.

N

In 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, it won 1.75%
of votes and 3 seats.




National parties iagrea i ad |

Indian National Congress (INC) i

Formation| Leader Ideology Dettail Last election
lv L v ‘L X
The F-‘fﬂfh{ sought Leader of the United 2019 Lok Sabha
to build o mwiuf Progressive Alliance election, it won
democratic republic (UPA) government 19.5% votes and

in Indic 52 seats

Jawaharial Nehru
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National parties o

Nationalist Congress Part Niarm Clock
. -
Formation Ideology Detail Last election
v ¥ ¥ v
Democracy, Gandhian . . In 2019 Lok Sabha
@ secu_lnlri.sm,. equi'rz. A maijor party in Maharashtra cdechion. ¥ wort1. 40
mc'{ici:::ﬁf;n * Presence in Meghalaya,Manipur votes and 5 seats
) Splitin the and Assam
Congress party.
gress party « A member of the United Progressive
Alliance




State Party

( Regional parties )
* A party that secures at least 6% of the total votes in Legislative Assembly.
» Wins at least two seats is recognised as a State party.

For Example,

Samajwadi Party Rashtriya Janata Dal




oges to political

1. Lack of internal democracy

* In political parties, the concentration of power in few leaders at the top

* Parties do not keep membership registers.
* Do not hold organisational meetings.
» Parties do not conduct internal elections regularly.

» Ordinary members of the party do not get sufficient information
on what happens inside the party.




(hallenges to political

2. Dynastic succession

* Most political parties do not practice open and transparent
procedures for their functioning.

» there are very few ways for an ordinary worker to rise to the
top in a party.

* Those who happen to be the leaders are in a position of unfair
advantage to people close to them or their family members.

* In many parties, the top positions are always controlled by
members of one family




Challenges to political

3. Money and muscle power

* During elections, money and muscle power are used to
win the elections.

» Parties are focussed only on winning elections,

they tend to use short-cuts to win elections.

e They tend to nominate those candidates who have lots of money.
* In some cases, parties support criminals who can win elections.




(hallenges to political

4. Meaningful choice

* In order to offer meaningful choice, parties must be
significantly different.

* In recent years, there has been a decline in the ideological
differences among parties.

s Labour Party

D LZ

Q— Difference is very little
. R Covsevane Pty




How can parties be reformed ?

»>> The Constitution was amended to prevent elected MLAs and MPs from
changing parties.

»>> This was done because many elected representatives were indulging
in DEFECTION in order to become ministers.

»>»> A law was passed, if any MLA or MP changes parties, he or
she will lose the seat in the legislature.

»>>» The Supreme Court passed an order to reduce the influence of money
and muscle power.

»>> Now, it is mandatory for every candidate who contests elections, giving
details of his property and criminal cases pending against him.




How can parties be reformed ?

»>> The Election Commission passed an order making it necessary for
political parties to file their income tax returns.

»>> A law should be passed, it should be made compulsory for political
parties to maintain a register of its members.

»>>» One-third seats are reserved for women candidates.







